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Legislative Session approves $9.35 million for building 

Hernando is the only county in the Tampa Bay region without a stand-alone vocational school. 
Currently, the district's SunTech Educational Center operates at several high school campuses 
prompting school board members and district leaders to champion the effort to bring a stand-
alone facility to Hernando. With the Governor's signature, the district will receive and use 
funds from the $9.35 million appropriation to build and operate a new career and technical 
college on property adjacent to Brooksville - Tampa Bay Regional Airport.  

FDLE approves Criminal Justice Academy at SunTech 

On Thursday August 12, 2021 the Criminal Justice Standards 
& Training Commission approved the creation of a Law 
Enforcement Academy for Hernando County. The meeting 
was held at Ponte Vedra Beach and the commissioners voted 
unanimously for the Hernando County Sheriff’s Office  to 
create its own Law Enforcement Academy. 

The need for this program was recognized by the Sheriff’s 
office and Hernando School district and so a task force was formed to start the extensive application process. The program 
will be operated at Suncoast Technical Education Center (a division of Hernando Adult Education) and is expected to start 
in the Fall of 2021.  This represents an exciting development in our schools history as we will be partnering with the 
Hernando County Sheriff’s Office to ensure the successful implementation of the program. Students will take classes  in the 
evening, and some weekends, and can expect to be ready to take State Officer Certification Examination. 

 

Open Enrollment for Spring 2022 

Registration for our programs  begins October 18, 2021 and closes December 8, 2021. All of our programs are  now eligible 
to participate in Federal Financial Aid. Potential students can now complete a FAFSA to determine if 
they will qualify for the Pell grant.  We also accept Veterans Benefits for all  our programs and we have 
self pay options with convenient installment plans. Apply early as our programs are filling fast!  Tours 
are available—please call 352-797-7091 and ask for Nicola. If you have any questions, please call 352-
797-7018. Our school code is 042708—apply today! 

 

 

 

SUNCOAST TECHNICAL EDUCATION CENTER 



SUNCOAST TECHNICAL EDUCATION CENTER 

Community Links 

We had the distinct pleasure on July 24, 2021 of attending the Hernando County 
School District Back To School Bash. This event primarily served K-12 students 
returning to school and it gave us the opportunity to talk with  students and 
their parents about the programs offered  at SunTech. Even in pandemic times 
there was a great turn out and a lot of interest in  what we have to offer. Many 
younger students were pleased to learn that there are ‘cool courses’ available to 
them locally post high  school. 

Enhancing our student’s experience  within their 
area is always an aim of our programs. We welcomed Chris Linsbeck from 
Hernando County Parks and Recreation recently who tasked our students with 
helping the Parks Department weld and construct  trash receptacles for local 
parks. A scope of work will be provided to the students to maintain quality control 
throughout the life of the project. What a benefit to have our students working 
with the local community. 

Signing Ceremony 

Dignitaries and representatives from three local public institutions gathered at the 
Brooksville-Tampa Bay Regional Airport to formally launch a joint project to build a 
technical training complex in Hernando County. Hernando County School Board 
Chairwoman Linda Prescott, Pasco-Hernando State College (PHSC) Board of 
Trustees Chairwoman Marilyn Pearson-Adams, and  Hernando County Commission 
Chairman John Alloco signed the Memo of Understanding (MOU) in front of elected 
officials and supporters. 

The signing of the MOU is a meaningful step toward uniting around the urgency of 
addressing changing indicators in local economic development. By supporting a workforce need of trained and 
highly-skilled workers through additional vocational and technical education options, more adults will have 
access to lucrative jobs in  high-demand occupations. 

Tuition Rate Lowered 

Having the best value training programs in the local area has always been an important focus. Over the 
summer break the decision was made to drop the hourly cost of tuition from $2.92 to $2.44 per hour. This 
represents a saving of between $180 and $239.04 per session depending on the program. Our students were 
delighted; we take every opportunity to assist them through the educational process. We have listened to the 
issues that they have experienced  during the pandemic and this was without doubt the best solution we 
could provide to them. Content and delivery has not been affected by this change. 

 

 

 

           Stay safe everyone!  
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